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Understanding the World – Past and Present; 
People, Cultures & Communities and The Natural World
	Age 
	What it looks like
	How do we support development progression

	2 Years
On entry
	Outside Environment 




Investigation




All about me 



Cooking



Water play
	Explore, investigate and enjoy the outside area. Standing out when it’s raining or snowing. Jump in puddles. Pick up leaves and sticks.  Point out the daffodils and blossom on the apple and pear trees in the spring as well as daisies and summer flowers we had planted earlier in the year. Dig in the mud looking for worms and mini beasts.

Children to investigate real objects to experience how they work and explore different textures (eg.  scouring pads/sandpaper) and smells such as lavender bags. Offer a variety of different textures for children to explore with their fingers such as wet /dry sand, mud, soil, paint and play dough. 

My family sheet is sent home for parents/ carers to fill with pictures of their family when a child first starts. Adults will talk with children about who these people are. Point out the similarities and differences in families. 

Use cooking as a way to investigate changes in materials. Eg. Why does the chocolate melt when put it in the microwave? Why does ice melt in the sun? All children of all ages access cooking activities. 

During water play provide resources for children to investigate floating and sinking and the forces involved when pushing things under the water. Discuss why some materials sink and others float I.e. foil will float but paper sinks. Use new vocabulary around these explorations such as absorbed or water soaked in. All children access water.

	3 Years
	Outside Environment








Photographs from home


Wind Up and Friction Toys 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
	Explore and investigate natural objects when outside. Provide a variety of natural objects on a tuff tray to investigate such as pebbles, shells, leaves, pine cones etc. Discuss with children what they have and what they feel like. Encourage children to bring in things they have found on walks such as conkers or shells from the beach.  Move logs or dig in the soil to find creatures such as worms and woodlice and observe them through magnifying glasses. Model the careful handling of these creatures and that they should be returned to where they were found.
In the garden, children to help with the planting of bulbs and seeds. Show children how to care for them by watering and weeding to help them grow.

Parents are encouraged to share photos and home experiences through Class Dojo so that children can talk about these with adults and peers at Rockets. 

Provide mechanical resources for children to investigate. Explore how things work and the adult to model language using the sentence stems:  I wonder how that works? How does it move?

	4 Years
Preschool 3-4 years
	Outside environment 











Family Photographs






Occupations








Real technological items and how they work


Magnetics and magnetic construction
	Children to collect and observe natural found objects from the outside environment such as berries, leaves, flowers, sticks and rocks. Use magnifying glasses to look at the features of these objects in greater detail. Move logs, stones and soil to search for living creatures such as snails, worms, woodlice, spiders etc. Place them in magnifying bug jars so that children can observe their features clearly. Introduce children to new vocabulary around these findings naming both the bug and their parts. Also create curiosity, ie. I wonder what that is?  What does it do?
Plant seeds and bulbs in our garden. Children to be able to use the garden tools such as trowels, spades, forks and hoes. Children to prepare the soil and care for the plants as they grow by watering and weeding.  Discuss with children how to care for them. How they grow what they need to survive. Share with children how the plants will naturally decay over time.
Teach children how to care for living things. 

Using family Photos and the photos of the children as babies and now, discuss what memories they have been told by their family members. Recall past events shared with family such as holidays, weddings, christenings etc. Share with them different cultures approaches to some of these events and discuss similarities i.e. all dressing up at a wedding. Use the ‘My family Book’ to explain that families can be made up in a variety of different ways and these should all be celebrated.

Use small world toys and the role play area for children to gain an understanding of different occupations. Use the role play area to become a vets, a hospital or a garage. Provide real items to enhance their play such as bandages, spanners or screwdrivers.  Use small world toys such as a fire station, a farm, an airport and a garage also help children to better understand the occupations needed to help us in our everyday lives. The adult to introduce vocabulary around these occupations which children can then incorporate into their play. Invite people into the setting to share with children what their occupation is, any equipment they use and experiences they have had. 

Provide opportunities for children to investigate real items such as: cameras, i-pads, torches, CD player etc. Talk about what makes them work.  Allow children to switch on, take a photograph, find information or complete a program on the i-pad.

Using magnets or magnetic toys introduce language around why they attract or repel. Discuss with children why the metal car will attach to the magnet but not the wooden brick.  












	Reception
(4/5 Years)
	What it looks like using development matters
	

	
	Talk about members of their immediate family and community
	· During dedicated talk time, listen to what the children say about their families when discussing homes, family members and weekend news.
· Adults share information about their own family – allowing the children to ask questions and make comments.
· We encourage children to share pictures of family members and listen to them share – talk through the summer home sharing books. 
· Children bring in pictures of themselves as children to talk about how they have changed.
· Using real life examples and books, show children how there are different families (SCARF) and different families within our class.


	
	Name and describe people who are familiar to them
	· During our PSED lessons and UW sessions we talk about people they have come across in their community such as police, fire brigade, doctors and teachers.
· Listen to them about their own experiences. 

	
	Comment on images of familiar events
	· During UW we look at history – past and present. We do this by presenting children with pictures, stories, artefacts and accounts from the past, explaining similarities and differences (Heritage trust)
· We offer hands on experiences to deepen children’s understanding with workshops (Heritage Trust) and other hands on, practical experiences. The children also experience food tasting celebrating foods from other religions.
· Show children images from the past which they can relate to such as homes, schools and transport.

	
	Compare and contrast characters from stories, including figures from the past
	· We frequently share texts, images and tell oral stories that help children begin to develop an understanding of the past and present

	
	Draw information from a map.
	· Familiarise the children with the name of the road, and or village/town the school is located in. Talk to the children about Rockwell Green being in Wellington. Look at it using the satellite maps/ aerial view from Google Earth and look at the street maps to find where they live. The experience is used to comment on areas such as parks & buildings.
· We look at the local environment and where we live. Using a map we will locate the streets where we live so that we can see how we all live in the same town.  We will look at places of interest, the purpose of places of worship and places of local importance to the community and children, drawing on their own experiences where possible. Offer opportunities for children in guided learning and independent learning to draw maps – story maps, treasure maps etc.

	
	Understand that some places are special to members of the community
	· Throughout the year we visit the local church All Saints’. We also name and explain the purpose of places of worship for other religions such as a Synagogue as well as other local places that are important to the community and children
· Not only do we visit the local church we take them other local places local importance to the community. This will be done by:
· Visiting the local church All Saints’ to see the old church building – show the children different churches around the world.
· Visit the church to look at baptism and look at the Baptism book to see if the children are recorded in it from their baptisms.
· Visit the allotments and local regeneration area.
· Visit the cemetery to deliver the flowers to war graves.
· Visit the Basins during Forest School.

	
	Recognise that people have different beliefs and celebrate special times in different ways
	· We teach children in Reception about different religions and cultures throughout the RE curriculum and through UW during the year.
· Divali – Make Diva Lamps
· Hannukah  - food tasting
· Christmas/Easter/Harvest
· Shabbat – food tasting 
· Chinese New Year – Food tasting, dancing and playing musical instruments

	
	Recognise some similarities and differences between life in this and other countries
	· We teach children about the places in the world that contrast with locations they know – looking at the Polar regions and talking about the weather and climate here compared to where they live
· Through our SCARF curriculum we look at people around the world and compare ourselves to our friends and how our families are the same and different.

	
	Explore the natural world around them.
	· Provide children with frequent opportunities for outdoor play and exploration. They have a mud kitchen to explore the natural world and in the summer term we have forest school.
· Encourage interactions with the outdoors to foster curiosity and give children freedom to touch, smell and hear - This is provided by the Mud Kitchen, the Herb Garden, Forest School activities throughout the year, a leaf hunt and minibeast hunts.
· Create opportunities to discuss how we care for the natural world – read ‘Somebody Swallowed Stanley’ during the summer term to talk about the environment and looking after our world
· We sing songs and join in with rhymes and poems about the natural world. We read ‘Out and About’ by Shirley Hughes, read a poem a day from ‘I am A Seed That Grew’ by the National Trust.
· After close observations, throughout the year, we will draw pictures of the natural world, including animals and plants (butterflies, minibeasts and daffodils)  
· Observe and interact with natural process – look at ice melting when learning about the polar regions, magnets attracting and boat floating when looking at the sea.
· We have an electric microscope, magnifying glasses, bug pots and binoculars available to the children inside and outside the classroom during continuous provision.
· We take part in the Big Bird Watch and go on a bird watch walk round the school to submit data. The children also do this at home as part of their homework to explore the birds found in gardens.

	
	Describe what they see, hear and feel when they are outside.
	· Encourage focused observations of the natural world.
· Listen to the children describing and commenting on things they have seen whilst outside linked to poetry ‘Out and About’ and Forest School activities.
· Name and describe some plants and animals children are likely to see, encouraging children to recognise familiar plants and animals whilst out – look at English woodland creatures, minibeast/insects found in England, trees and plants in the school grounds during Forest school activities and topic work.
· Listening and watching for birds during the Big Bird Watch and continue this in their continuous provision. Asking them questions how do they feel listening to the bird song seeing the birds etc.

	
	Recognise some environments that are different to the one they live in
	· Teach children about a range of contrasting environments by looking at woodlands and towns. Model language to name and describe environment features.
· Share non-fiction texts that offer insight into contrasting environments. Every half term a non-fiction book is used in English linked to the topic to show different environments.


	
	Understand the effect of changing seasons on the natural world around them.
	· Every term talk about the seasons, the weather and seasonal changes. The children will use the natural environment to experience the differences including going on walks
· We talk about our seasons and look at other climates around the world focusing on similarities and differences eg. the polar regions.
· We use books each term in the investigation area and at story time linking to the weather
· We have a class weather station for the ‘Badger of the week’ to change the weather people daily.
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