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Expressive Arts and Design – Creating with materials and 
Being imagination and Expressive
	Age 
	What it looks like
	How do we support development progression?

	2 years
On entry


































	Musical Instruments 
Music and Movement





Rhymes and Songs





Mark Making







Role Play
Small world Models
Junk and Materials
	Musical instruments are available during adult led activities or during free play. Children to investigate and explore the different sounds they can make. The adult to model how to change the sounds - is it loud or quiet? Do they need to tap it or shake to make a sound? Use sticks to create sounds outside running it along a fence or tapping and banging saucepans in the mud kitchen. Provide opportunities to move and respond to music during large group times. The adult to model ways of moving for the children to follow. 

Every day we sing rhymes and songs with the children as well as repeating our rhyme of the week. Repetition of these rhymes helps the children to learn them and sing along. Using the six rhyming spoons with short familiar rhymes enable’s children to become familiar with the words and sing them confidently. Perform action rhymes and songs to encourage children to follow the actions words and the melody from memory. 

Provide opportunities for children to make marks using a variety of different media. Provide tools to encourage them to use their fingers, whole hand or their feet to create different marks with paint. Explore textures in the tuff tray corn flour, paint, mud shaving foam and sand. Use their fingers or sticks to create marks in these materials. Talk to the children about how it feels and what their marks might mean to them.  The white board can also be used to make marks with their fingers. Discuss with the children the different colours they are using and name them.

Role play to provide opportunities for children to model and develop their pretend play. 
Use small world models such as the garage, the farm or the doll’s house to allow children to further develop this ability to pretend play in a similar way.  
Children to have access to junk boxes, large cardboard boxes, variety of materials and found objects such as branches, tree trunk slices to develop their imagination to create their own constructions such as dens or boats. The adult to support this using vocabulary around what they are making and how it could be extended. 

	3 Years
	Musical Instruments 
Music and Movement







Rhymes and Songs



Mark Making






Role Play
Small World Models
Junk and Materials


	Provide children with a wider range of instruments such as xylophones and triangles to play. Can they play them loudly or quietly, fast or slow and start to copy a simple rhythm modelled by an adult? Create a variety of sounds using things in the environment such as table legs, fences (metal or wooden) to hear the differences in the sounds they make.
Use a variety of different styles of music for children to respond to such as loud, quiet, dramatic, fast or slow. The adult to model appropriate ways of responding to the different styles by moving in different ways such as swaying to a gentle piece or stomping to a dramatic one.

Continue to build the repertoire of rhymes and songs. Rhyme of the week is continued at register time. The adult to sing with the children they are sat waiting to wash their hands before snack and lunch. At these times children are encouraged to suggest songs and rhymes they would like to sing themselves. 
Continue to develop mark making skills by providing finer brushes, pencils and scrappers to manipulate with increasing control. Encourage children to talk about their drawings and the marks they have made. Use these opportunities to discuss the colours they have used and introduce the names of new ones.   Use programs on the computer, the white board or the i-pad for children to mark make using a different media or select the correct colour to fill in on a pre-drawn picture. 

Provide opportunities in the ‘Role Play’ area and ‘Mud Kitchen’ for children to act out their own scenarios of real life events or make believe. For example, a hospital, toy shop or the three bears cottage by providing props.  
Small world resources such as the doll’s house, the garages, farms can also be used to develop their pretend play.
Children have access to a variety of materials to construct and build stories. These include: chairs, small boxes, junk items, hollow blocks, wooden bricks and pieces of material. The   adult to support by discussing what it is they are trying to make, how they can join it and ideas of what they need to do i.e. glue, tape etc.


	4 Years
Pre School Year 3/4 years

	Musical Instruments
Music and Movement






Rhymes and Songs




Mark Making











Role Play
Junk and Materials
	Provide a greater range of musical Instruments for the children to investigate and play. Electronic pianos, i-pad programs and sound mats to develop their own tunes and melodies. Support children to copy simple repeated rhythms when tapping on a table or fence. Use the white board for children to play sound games to enable them to differentiate between sounds and name them which helps further support their listening and attention skills.  
Talk and model with children how the music makes them feel and to express those feelings in the ways that they move. 

Build on the repertoire of songs, rhymes and action rhymes the children know. Use the rhyming choosing board to support this. 
More detailed action rhymes which encourage children to be more involved. For example, the Hokey Cokey which requires children to think about the body part they need to use. 

Continue to provide various media for children to make marks such as charcoal or felt pens. The adult to spend more time with the children to discuss what their marks represent. Encourage them to add more detail. For example, if a child says it’s my dad then discuss the details they could add such as eyes, nose on the face or hair on the head.  Use real items such as a flower outside or a toy in the room. The adult to support by pointing out colours and features to the children always paying attention to the fact it’s the child’s interpretation of what they can see.  Encourage them to draw from their memory or imagination for example their pet at home, a character in a story from a books we have just read or a make believe dragon or princess. Talk with children about the colours they use and are they appropriate for the task i.e.  green grass. Discuss what happens when colours are mixed together and what new colours we can make and name them.

Provide children with more opportunities to further develop their role play by using real items such as: scales, full size bowls, pots, pans and spoons in the home corner or mud kitchen. When reading a story provide props such as masks, dressing up or puppets which can encourage children to act out and interpret the story in their own way. The adult to support if needed to further develop the play interacting sensitively to keep the dialogue going. What about making a treasure map when playing pirates or using boxes when playing princesses and knights to make a castle.
Have available large scale materials to construct and build their own designs. Children encouraged to suggest how they want to do it and what materials they need to do it. Large pieces of fabric, rolls of paper, large boxes branches etc. These are made available for children to complete their goal. The adult to support joining together asking children how they wish to do it. Have available a variety of items to achieve this such as glue, string , sticking and masking tape as well as paper clips and fasteners.








	Reception
(Reception 4-5 years) 
	What it looks like using development matters
	

	
	Explore, use and refine a variety of artistic effects to express their ideas and feelings.

Return to and build on their previous learning, refining ideas and developing their ability to represent them

Create collaboratively sharing ideas, resources and skills, 
	· In reception we teach children to develop their colour mixing techniques enabling them to match the colours and see what they represent – colour charts and a mixing station.
· We provide children with a range of materials to construct with (Lego, k’nex mecanno, etc)  We also provide materials for junk modelling too.
· Children have opportunities to learn and experiment with different techniques to create models – using glue, tape and string, etc  
· We encourage children to notice features in the natural environment – shapes, colours, smell, texture. Forest school and sense walks are used to support this.
· We look at different artists throughout the year (Henry Matisse, Andy Warhol, Wayne Goldsworthy) and create work inspired by them. We look at different art techniques such as sculpting, water colours, charcoal, oil pastels,  pop art, print etc.

	
	Listen attentively, move to and talk about music, expressing their feelings and responses
	· Children are given an insight into musical worlds they are taught about. This includes different musicians from composer of the month sent by the music lead. They are also taught about music from around the world by looking at different cultures throughout topic and RE. The school music scheme, Charanga, also teaches them different types of music and music from other cultures.
· Children are encouraged to listen to music attentively during EAD sessions dedicated to music.

	
	Watch and talk about dance and performance art, expressing their feelings and responses
	· Children watch live performances during the year when visitors come to school to perform and the Year 6 performance at the end of the year.
· Provide related costumes and props for children to incorporate into their pretend play – props are provided and we have deconstructed role play – loose parts for children to be creative in their play.

	
	Sing in a group or on their own, increasingly matching the pitch and following melody
	· Play pitch-matching games, humming or singing short phrases for children to copy – Charanga and daily routines
· Use songs with and without words – children may pitch match more easily – sing nursery rhymes daily
· Sing call- and- response songs, so that children can echo phrases of songs you sing – daily routine – hands up high and one two three stop
· Introduce new songs gradually and repeat them regularly – nursery rhyme of the week, poems learnt for poetry day, literacy, harvest songs, Christmas and Easter songs, Nativity etc.

	
	Develop storylines in their pretend play
	· We provide a wide range of props for play which encourages imagination – loose parts in small world, deconstructed role play, different lengths of fabric to become rugs, capes etc and den building equipment.


	
	Explore and engage in music making and dance, performing solo or in groups
	· In class adults clap out beats to the children for them to follow
· We tap knees and body parts for children to copy
· We play movement and listening games. In the outside environment during independent learning time there are also movement cards for the children to use to look at the pictures and move around
· Play music in movement and dance to encourage the children to move to the beat
· Provide musical instruments in the CP outside for children to create their own music.

	
	Explore and engage in music making and dance, performing solo or in groups.
	· Children are encouraged to replicate choreographed dances during the nativity
· Follow dance routines on you tube videos for movement breaks – Zumba Kids
· During dance and movement we encourage children to choreograph their own movements using steps and techniques they have learnt.
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