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Literacy – Word Reading, Writing and Comprehension
	Age 
	What it looks like
	How do we support development progression?

	2 years 
On entry to Rockets
	Simple Board Books and short stories
Familiar stories
5 a Day Approach
Story Sacks
Core book of the week










Name Labels (Snack and Lunchtimes)



Mark making and early writing
	Book cases are available with age appropriate books in and are changed throughout the year. Children are able to select for themselves and look at independently or share with an adult. Book Bags are provided to all children to take books home to share with their Parent /Carers to further develop that love of reading.  Using the five a day approach adults to share stories rhymes and poems throughout the day during group activities. Short Story sacks and familiar books are introduced to children to allow them to investigate and start to become involved in the story and more familiar with the repeated vocabulary, characters and what is happening.  

Our book of the week (from our Reading Spine) is read throughout the week ensure children develop a good understanding of the text and can repeat key words/phrases from it. A video is shared with parents/carers on Class Dojo so they can engage with it at home.

Children’s names are used at these times which initially have a picture on them. Adults explain that symbols and letters have a meaning i.e. that picture and letters are your name and it is where you sit.

Provide sensory materials such as shaving foam, wet sand and flour so children can use their fingers to make marks as well as Aqua Doodle with stampers. When outside, large brushes and water, sticks and mud and rollers to encourage the same as well as chunky crayons and pencils on paper. Talk to children about the marks they have made and what they represent.  

	3 Years 
	Book Box and Bags
Familiar Stories 
5 a day approach 
Story Sacks
Core book of the week






Name Labels and Signs in the Environment




Mark making and Early writing
	Children can select and look at books themselves or share with an adult. Book bags continue to be sent home with developmentally appropriate books in to share with Parent/carers. Familiar stories and story sacks are shared with children to further develop their understanding and during discussions about the story start to recall events and characters in it. Props can be added to enable children to act out afterwards to enhance that knowledge of the storyline. The 5 a day approach continues all through the session in adult led large group activities using stories, a wider range of rhymes and poems. 
Our book of the week is explored in a range of activities helping children to learn and retell it. 

Children to recognise their own name label and picture independently. Adult to point out at snack and lunchtimes initials letters in their names. Adult to point out signs and labels in the environment such as wash your hands and flush the toilet or the fire escape sign so that children can develop an understanding that print has meaning in a variety of contexts.

Use finer mark making tools such as smaller scrapers and brushes in paint, corn flour gloop, sand and flour. Also outside finer brushes and sticks in water, mud or chalks to help support that control needed when writing. When inside white boards, chalk boards and paper with large pens or pencils and crayons. Talk to children about the marks they have made and encourage them to share with you what their marks mean. Model writing and explain the marks you have made represent something i.e. your name or a list. 

	4 Years
Preschool year
	Book Box and Book bags 
5 a day approach
Story Sacks 
Core book of the week
Teaching of phonics in final term before school










Name Labels and signage



Mark Making and early writing 







	The book case is available in our cosy corner with more complex and non-fiction books so children can relax and investigate either independently or with an adult. Give children the opportunity to discuss and converse about the book they have just listened to and provide props to support role play around those stories.  When an adult reads point out to children parts of the book, for example the title, the beginning and the end. Explain that we, in this country, read from left to right and top to bottom. Talk to children that print has meaning and that it’s not always in a book but can be signs, labels instructions. 
Our book of the week is read several times during the week and children are encouraged to re-read it and re-tell it independently.
Use games from Phase 1 phonics such as Silly Soup to introduce and familiarise initials sounds in words and oral blending skills.  
Read Write Inc. program introduces the children to individual sounds of letters and also how to blend sounds together to form simple words.  

Talk about the initial sound and others like it in their name or signs. Share pictures of familiar logo and signs in the setting. Point out that written word has meaning and could be an instruction or warning not just telling a story. 

Provide lots of opportunities in the setting for children to make marks. A variety of pencils, crayons, felt tips, and chalks and paper are available. We provide whiteboards, blackboards and clipboards for children to access independently. Old calendars and diaries can be added to role play areas to make appointments if it’s a vets, doctors or hairdressers for example. During the last term children are introduced to the Read Write Inc. program as well as learning the sounds of the individual letters they are shown how to write them using the correct formation. Adults will model writing some or all of the letters in their names and support if they wish to start writing their own name independently.   






	Reception
(4/5 years)
	What it looks like using Development Matters
	

	Reading 
	· Daily RWI Phonic Session
· Pinney Time
· RWI Intervention groups
· A poem a day
· Nursery Rhyme of the week.
· Story time at the end of the day
· Author of the Half term.
	

	
	Read Individual letters by saying the sounds in them
	· In reception all children have daily RWI Phonic sessions. They start in whole class teaching and then in the second autumn term they are put into groups appropriate for their level. 
· Those who are identified as needing extra support have pinney time and RWI interventions groups. 

	
	Blend sounds in words so that they can read short words made up of known letter – sound correspondence
	· In all RWI phonic lessons adults say words in Fred Talk and get children to aurally blend the words. 
· Children use their Fred Fingers to count the sounds in a word.
· Children read green words daily in RWI. CVC/CVCC/CVCC and multisyllabic as the year progresses
· In RWI sessions the children use magnetic letters to spell words that they have been taught and reading in that session.


	
	Read some letter groups that each represent one sound and say sounds for them
	· When at the appropriate level, in daily RWI Phonic Sessions ‘special friends’ – digraphs, are taught.
· Pinney time continues to support those that need extra support
· RWI intervention groups continue for those who have been identified.
· Word cards in continuous provision that allow children to practice reading words containing ‘special friends/digraphs’


	
	Read a few common exception words attached to the schools Phonic programme
	· We have a weekly red word on the spotlight display and also available to ask children throughout the day.
· Specific teaching of sounds and red words are taught in English guided groups to those that have not been taught the sounds due to RWI groups and to extend their learning.
· Read sounds and then move onto common exception words to line up.
· To extend the learning home red word bookmarks are sent home which are relevant to the level of the child.

	
	Read simple phrases and sentences made up of words with known letter – sound correspondence and where necessary common exception words
	· Children are listened to when reading daily in Guided Reading (RWI Phonics) reading the relevant letter-sound correspondence for the group.
· Children are only required to read phonetically decodable words and red words suited to their level.



	
	Re-read books to build up their confidence in word reading, their fluency and their understanding and enjoyment
	· To build up confidence children read books x3 during RWI Phonic lessons
· Once the children have read the books three times it is sent home along with the corresponding book bag book for the children to reread the book at home x3.
· To ensure confidence and fluency, children are only sent home with reading books suitable for their skills.
· During Literacy lessons the class story is read on numerous occasions throughout the learning journey to allow the children to learn and enjoy the story.



	Writing
	· Daily RWI Phonics
· Daily Handwriting - RWI ditty letter formation 
· Adult Group work x3 times a week - Guided and independent. (Notes made in scrapbook of language and knowledge) 
Activities include –
Initial sounds
CVC/CVCC words
Simple sentences
Simple sentences with grammar
· Weekly independent challenges
	

	
	Form lower-case and capital letters correctly
	· Handwriting takes place every day, starting off during phonics lessons and then continues as a separate lesson from the start of the spring term.
· Lower case letters are taught with a memorable phrase as per the RWI phonic scheme.
· There is a RWI letter chart in the classroom at various locations showing the lower-case and the capital case next to it.
· This sheet will be sent home with the children so that it can be shared with parents and if the child is reading and needs support to recognise the capital letter they can use the sheet.
· Throughout the classroom and outside area, sound mats are provided for children to use in their independent learning. 

	
	Spell words by identifying the sounds and then writing the sound with letter/s
	· Children are taught to use their ‘Fred Fingers’ as per RWI to help hear and identify the sounds in the word they are writing.
· Children write daily in RWI to help put these skills into practice.
· Children work in guided adult groups with activities tailored to their phonic skills.
· Children practise their name every morning before register as a form of self-registration - they start of by copying their name and progress to writing their name independently.


	
	Write short sentences with words with known sound-letter correspondences using capital letter and full stop
	· In RWI phonic lessons children only write sentences when they have the correct sound knowledge from Red Ditty Books up.
· Children are taught ‘Hold a Sentence’ and ‘Proof Read’ as per RWI.
· Children are given a tool kit sticker in the summer term to remind them to use a capital letter, finger spaces and a full stop when writing a sentence.
· Children are taught to re-read what they have written to check that it makes sense.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Children who have been identified have a hold a sentence intervention sessions. 
· Children are taught English using a fiction, non-fiction and poetry book every half of term. They have activities which help them immerse them such as role play, freeze frames and story maps. This allows the children to learn stories and aids them in their writing using the knowledge they have gained from their immersion activities.
· They learn stories and poems and we make videos of their performance 
· They have guided English lessons three times a week with tailored activities to suit their skills.

	
	Writing skills development
	· For those children who have been identified and need support to form letters they have pegs to paper intervention. This is implemented from the second half of autumn term.
· Dough Gym happens daily so that all the children have the opportunity to develop their fine motor skills to aid their handwriting. 
· The children have a daily funky finger activity every morning on their arrival to school.
· There are funky finger activities available daily in the continuous provision
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