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Communication and Language (C+L)
Listening, Attention & Understanding and Speaking
	Age 
	What It looks like
	How we do it support development progression?

	2 Years
On entry
	Board Books – Simple stories
Familiar stories including Core Books from Reading Spine
Story sacks 
Large group story times 
Interactive whiteboard 









Letters and Sounds Phase 1 Phonics

Sound Toys


Attention Bucket


Welcomm Trust Toolkit







Half termly Planning New Vocabulary



More complex Books 
Familiar stories including Core Books from Reading Spine
Story sacks and Props
Large group Stories
Interactive Whiteboard







Letters and Sounds Phase 1 Phonics



Sound Bingo




Attention Bucket



Wellcomm Trust Toolkit 




Half Termly Planning New Vocabulary
	A book case is accessible for children to select independently with age appropriate books which are changed regularly. Book Box at Rockets door can be borrowed by children to share with Parent/carers at home.
Adult led 5 a Day approach using familiar stories, story sacks, rhymes and poems. These to be shared with children at least 5 times during the day. 
Adult to discuss pictures and encourage children to listen by varying their voice and actions to keep children engaged.   
Use the whiteboard to observe animated stories or rhymes they are familiar with in a different format to support listening skills
Simple rhymes to be shared every day during morning and afternoon registration time. By repeating regularly children become familiar and learn new rhymes. Photo cards on choosing board accessible for children to select. 
They develop a range of rhymes they are familiar with and can recite accurately.

Use games and activities from the program which involve listening and tuning into different sounds and starting to recognise them. 

Adult led or during free play, children to share toys which make sounds when operated. Adult to ask questions about what made that sound? Where did it come from? i.e. a knock at the door for example.
The attention bucket is an adult led activity all 2 year olds to access which develop their attention, focus and vocabulary. 

All children are screened individually to assess level of speech and understanding which is age related. The lead staff member will share findings with the child’s key person and provide activities to support individual needs.  The focus being on to develop speech and understanding to bring them up to the expected level of development for their age. Children to be re-assessed every three months and if a need is identified then we would refer to speech and Language professionals.

Staff to plan new vocabulary to be introduced to children at every opportunity during play that half term. Staff to ensure correct pronunciation by repeating back to children if they mispronounce. This to support with listening skills and widening their range of vocabulary.

Book baskets containing more complex and longer stories which are age appropriate. Books which are age appropriate continue to be sent home for children to share and enjoy with their parents /carers.
Adult led 5 a Day approach using more complex and longer stories, story sacks, Rhymes and Poems.  Adults encourage children to remain engaged by questioning and using props to involve them in the story and start to recall what has happened in them.
Using the whiteboard to share familiar stories in an animated way which may encourage them to act out themselves later.
Rhymes to be shared during registration morning and afternoon every day. Children to be introduced to a wider selection so as to increase the range of rhymes they are able to recite with confidence.

Using the guidance continue to develop the children’s understanding of rhyme. Introducing games such as ‘silly soup’ or ‘odd one out’ to encourage children to listen and recognise the objects that rhyme to go in the soup or find the object that is the odd one out.

These activities are adult led and need to be modelled to the children. Children to be encouraged to listen and be able to select the correct sound to match. These games also help children to be able to understand and follow instructions.  For example: What was that sound? Can you find it on your card?

Through staff observations children who may require extra support in focussing and developing their attention or vocabulary. Staff deliver this as an intervention in the Moon room each morning. 

Children continue to be screened at their age appropriate level every three months to assess their speech and understanding development. As before activities to be provided to Key People if required to support children to reach the levels expected for their age. This is also shared with parents.

Staff to continue to use every opportunity to introduce the new vocabulary planned. Discuss what the word means when using it for the first time.

	















3 years


	
	

	4 Years
(Pre school year 3/4)



	More complex books fiction and non-fiction
Familiar stories including Core Books from Reading Spine
Unfamiliar stories
CD stories 
Adult made up stories  
Interactive Whiteboard













Time to Talk




Letters and Sounds Phase 1 Phonics



Read Write Inc.










Wellcomm Trust Toolkit




Half Termly Planning New Vocabulary
	Children to have more complex fiction and non-fiction books in the book basket in the book corner which they can access independently. These age appropriate books continue to be sent home to share with parents and carers.
5 a day approached to be continued to expose children to a wider variety of stories, rhymes and poems. Encourage conversations around what they have just listened to, can they describe the characters or places in the story. Use the phrase” I wonder what…” as a prompt to encourage their imagination to explore what could happen.
Story sacks and props to be used whilst stories are being read to enable to children to interact and props to be made available to encourage children to act out the story later during free play. 
The adult to retell a familiar story without a book and ask children to contribute towards it as you retell for example who else was in it - can you remember what happened next? Adult lead to make up a story asking for ideas from children as to who could be in it, where could they go, what could happen next and how could it end. Encourage the sharing of ideas.  All these activities to build on the listening skills and understanding of what they have just heard.
Using the whiteboard to introduce children to different stories from different cultures as well as unfamiliar stories they may not have come across. 

Large group activities to encourage children to develop their Oracy skills. Adult led, children are given a small object to hold and this indicates it is their turn to talk and the others to listen. Conversations can be built around any topic either a theme being investigated or from the children themselves. 

Continue with the Phase 1 phonic program that introduces children to use alliteration. Use blending and segmenting during sessions to enable children to hear the different sounds that make up a word. This then helps to develop an understanding of sounds to feed into the Read, Write Inc. programme.

Following on from the Phase 1 Phonics RWI phonics programme is taught the term before children go to school. Following the guidance during large group sessions each morning the children are taught the 25, set 1 speed sounds. We introduce one sound per day over two days to cover as many children as possible. All sounds previously learnt are repeated every day to ensure children have a good understanding of those sounds already taught. During these sessions the children are also taught how to blend them in a word. During the session staff to monitor all children and any they observe to be having problems with some sounds the staff member will later deliver interventions with those children individually to give them extra support.

We continue to screen children every three months at the age appropriate level to further assess their speaking and understanding and as before intervention activities are given to the child’s key person to work with them individually.

Continue to ensure the new vocabulary is used at all times when appropriate during the session. Also when using some words introduce another which has the same meaning for example We are going for a stroll instead of using the word walk.


	5 Years
Reception 4-5
	What it looks like
	How we provide support development progress

	Communication and Language
	· Daily RWI Phonics
· Think , Pair, Share - Notes made during class input in scrapbook of language and knowledge
· Weekly independent challenges
· 5 a day
· Daily Story Time
· A poem a day
· Nursery Rhyme
· Half Term Authors
· Language Link
· NELI (if appropriate)


	
	Use new Vocabulary through the day
	· Adults select appropriate words to really concentrate on linked to class topics. We then use these words through out the day/week to reiterate its meaning encouraging the children to use the word appropriately as well.
· To remind the children of the words we learn we keep a list of previously taught vocabulary and review it in different contexts. We also have a display for the words to go on.
· Word mats are provided for the different topics throughout the terms in an accessible file.
· Adults to use tier 2 level words when talking to the children to encourage different words to be used in general language.


	
	Ask Questions to find out more to check understanding.
	· In reception during carpet input all children are given time to think of answers and then time to pair with a partner to talk about their thinking. Every child is then ready to give a verbal answer if their name is picked from the name pot. 
· We show interest in the children whilst they are engaged in their learning choice and think out loud questions to find out their understanding.


	
	Articulate their ideas and thoughts in well-formed sentences 
	To promote good language skills in reception adults will model these skills by:
· Using complete sentences in everyday tasks and getting children to answer questions in sentences – using stem sentences instead of one word answers during carpet time.
· Rephrasing sentences using vocabulary taught to help children with building sentences.
· Instead of correcting – adults model accurate grammar using correct paste tense, plurals and complex sentences.
· Adults interact with children focusing on developing language by: 
1) Helping children to expand on what they say by introducing additional vocabulary and language structures (tier 2 words and tier 3 – specific words to the topic)
2) Commenting on what is happening during activities rather than low level questioning children. When questioning we consider the answer we are looking for and whether the children has the language to respond.
3) We use talk to describe what children are doing by providing a running commentary alongside activities.



	
	Connect one idea or action to another using a range of activities
	· When we interact with the children we narrate, for example - It is really cold outside I can see you have a red nose, I can feel your hands are cold etc.
· We remind children of previous events – last week we went out and felt the frost with our hands, they got cold as we were not wearing gloves.


	
	Describe events in details
	· Adults talk to the children about what they do as adults in their lives. On Saturday I went to the beach and after that in the evening I had fish and chips for tea.”

	
	Use talk to help sort out problems and organise thinking activities explain how things work and why they might happen.
	· When thinking adults talk out loud to the class to work things out.
· We ask children to come up with ideas and share them to solve any problems which arise when learning.
· When answering questions, we provide stem sentences and ask children to use them when answering – modelling back to those that need it. 
· I think that, I agree with, etc.’

	
	Develop Social Phrases
	· Adults model talk to the children when welcoming them into school each morning and at the end of the day “Have a good evening.”

	
	Engage in Story times

	· We have a story every day and Story time is in the morning after phonics. Stories are also read throughout the day when the opportunity arises.
· In the Summer term we have ‘Book Buzz’ on a Monday when children bring in books from home. These are shared with the children and read.
· Children are invited to bring in books relating to the topic we are covering each half of term. 
· Quality books are provided in the book corner in baskets and on the shelves.  These are linked to our theme and class story, plus copies of the books the children have brought in during Book buzz.
· Story sacks are used in teaching input and provided in the book corner for children to re-tell the story using the props – this helps engage those more reluctant to pick up a book. The story sacks are linked to our class story and previous stories to provide them with a mix and to encourage them to remember stories they have already learnt/read.
· Story maps are made for every story we use as the class text and copies of these are left in the book corner and outside learning environment for the children to use to help them remember the story and re-tell it during their independent learning.
· We have an author every half term and a selection of their books available at all times for the children to explore, ensuring thy get a mix of authors rather than sticking to their favourite book/author. These are read at the end of the day and are repeatedly read to allow the children to remember the story. 


	
	Listen carefully to rhymes and songs paying attention to how they sounds
	· When reading books, we pay attention to the words that sound the same and encourage children to think of other words which sound the same.
· When we read poems or rhymes, we clap out the beat structure (syllables) of longer words in the rhymes. This supports children to hear patterns and will support children when writing to hear sounds in words.
· Nursery rhyme books are available in the reading area for the children to read.
· Nursery rhyme cards are also available in the reading area for the children to pick out and sing.

	
	Learn Rhymes, poems and songs
	· Encourage children to join in with repeated refrains when reading class stories for example in Owl Babies “I Want My Mum.” 
· A poem is read every day at the end of the day as part of our story time – this is taken from “I am a Seed That Grew A Tree.”
· A poem /poem book is used every half term for directed teaching relating to the topic that term. This allows children to either learn a poem or look at rhyming words.


	
	Engage in Non-Fiction Books
	· In reception we use a non-fiction book every half term for teaching English. We read these aloud to extend their knowledge of the world and this book relates to the current topic. We explore any language that comes from this. 
· We provide Non-Fiction books in the reading area, on the investigation, role play and other areas within the class room where appropriate to allow the children to read them in their independent learning choice time giving them the opportunity to look at the pictures and discuss what they can see.


	
	Listen to and talk about selected non-fiction to develop a deep familiarity with new knowledge and vocabulary
	· We use non-fiction books for story time not just story books.
· We re-read books so language is revisited and we talk about the illustrations.
· We provide Non-Fiction books in the reading area, on the investigation, role play and other areas within the class room where appropriate to allow the children to read them in their independent learning choice time giving them the opportunity to look at the pictures and discuss what they can see.


	
	Language Link
	· At the start of reception children are assessed against The BPVS and those identified have language link intervention to support them.


	
	Pegs to Paper
	· [bookmark: _GoBack]Children who have been identified with low fine motor skills are introduced to more complex patterns and instructions to follow with the pegs. The adult leads the activity to ensure the children pick up pegs with their non-dominant hand and pass across their bodies to their dominant one. Talk about the colours used and do the pegs need to go across or down the board. Counting the pegs as they put them in will bring an element of number into the activity as well. Children will then be encouraged to use a pen with the correct grip and follow the pattern made by drawing around circles on a sheet to help develop good pencil control.
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