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The Maya are native Americans of Mesoamerica, who built a great civilisation in the
tropical rainforest that lasted for over 2000 years. The earliest settlements were built
\\I HU MLE in around 2000 BC to the peak of Maya civilsation between 250 - 900 AD. Suddenly, in
'—i, IHE 900 AD, many significant Maya settlements were abandoned, however some cities like
oA Chichén 1tza still thrived. At its peak, the Mayan civilisation had 40 cities and almost 2
million people. All Maya shared a similar culture and religion, but each city governed
.~ itself and had its own ruler. The cities never came together to form a single empire.
Mayan Kings were constantly at war with one another, fighting for tribute and prisoners
1o sacrifice to the gods.
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