Monday 15" March
LO: Palm Sunday and Maundy
Thursday



\ 4

v

When Is Palm Sunday?
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Why Is Palm Sunday Important to People
Who Follow the Christian Faith?

Palm Sunday marks the start of holy
week for Christians. This is the week
leading up to Easter, Jesus' last week
on Earth.

Christians feel happy because they
are praising Jesus but also sad
because they know it was only one
week later that Jesus died.

Traditionally, in churches on Palm
Sunday, people are given a cross made
from a single palm leaf.




The True King

Jesus and his followers went to
Jerusalem for the Passover
Feast. Jesus told two of his
followers to bring him a donkey
and told them where to find it.

He also said, "Tell the people of
Jerusalem your King is coming, he
is gentle and riding on a donkey."

The followers did as Jesus asked,
they found and bought the animal
to Jesus. They lay their cloaks on
its back and Jesus sat on them
and rode on the donkey.




The True King

As Jesus rode the donkey
towards Jerusalem, people cut
branches from the palm trees
and placed them and their cloaks
on the ground in front of him.

They shouted, "Hosanna! Hosannal
Blessed is the King of Israel!”




The True King

When Jesus entered Jerusalem a
large and excited crowd
welcomed him and waved palm
leaves. They shouted "Hosanna
because they were so pleased to
see him and believed his message.
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Jesus went to the Temple where
he healed the blind and lame
people.




The True King

The leaders in Jerusalem did not like Jesus. They saw how many
people were following him and they were angry and jealous.




The True King

Jesus understood that this was part of God's plan and it would be his
last trip into Jerusalem.

People laid down palms in front of him as a sign that they believed
his message and that he was King.




Watch the videos

https://request.org.uk/festivals/holy-
week-and-easter/palm-sunday/

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zvx
n34j
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Make a palm cross

Follow the instructions on the website to
make your own palm cross.



— —— — —————— - - —— -

- VORI AEeE |

U




What Is Maundy Thursday?

Maundy Thursday is the day before Good Friday. The word ‘Maundy’
means ‘command'. It is part of an important week in the Christian
religion called Holy Week.

The key days in Holy Week
are:

Palm Sunday;
Maundy Thursday:;

Good Friday:;
Easter Sunday.

Talk to your partner and tell them
anything you know about any
of these days.




What Happened on Maundy Thursday?

Jesus and his disciples were in Jerusalem.
They were there to celebrate the Jewish
festival of Passover, which celebrates when
the Jews were freed from slavery in Egypt.

'‘Go and find somewhere we can celebrate
together, Jesus told Peter and John, two of
his disciples.

Peter and John found an upstairs and the
disciples prepared their Passover meal.
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What Happened on Maundy Thursday?

In those days, people wore sandals. People's feet
got very dirty and dusty. In lots of houses, there
would be a servant to wash guests’ feet.

When they arrived at the room, the disciples were
surprised to see Jesus holding a bow! of water and
carrying a towel.

‘What are you doing, Jesus?' one of them asked.

'T'm going to wash your feet, Jesus replied. T'm
doing this to be an example to you. You should
serve and help each other, just as T am serving
you.'




What Happened on Maundy Thursday?

As they sat at the table, Jesus
made a shocking announcement.
'One of you is going to betray me
and hand me over to my enemies.’

Most of the disciples were
distressed, for they loved Jesus
very much.

Judas Iscariot was the one who
would betray Jesus.

Today, we use the term 'Judas' to
describe a traitor.




What Happened on Maundy Thursday?

Jesus and his disciples then ate their Passover meal.
This meal is now known as the Last Supper, because it was the last
meal Jesus would have with his followers before his death.
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What Happened on Maundy Thursday?

After they had eaten, Jesus took a
piece of bread and broke it. 'This
bread is a symbol of my body,
which is going to be broken.’

Then, he took a cup of wine and
said 'This wine is a symbol of my
blood.’

Christians remember this by having
a special ceremony called
Communion or the Eucharist, where
they eat bread and drink wine.



What Happened on Maundy Thursday?

Jesus then spoke to his disciples. 'T'm giving you a new commandment.
You have to love each other the way I love you', he explained.

This command is why the day is called ‘Maundy'.




What Happened on Maundy Thursday?

Jesus and some of the disciples
then went to a garden called
Gethsemane. Jesus spent time

praying.

Suddenly, there was a loud
commotion. A group of Roman
soldiers had appeared in the garden
and they were looking for Jesus.

From the crowd of soldiers, Judas
appeared. He walked over to Jesus
and kissed him. This was the sign to
the soldiers who Jesus was. The
soldiers arrested Jesus and took
him away.




How Do Christians Remember
Maundy Thursday?

Some churches have special feet
washing services on Maundy
Thursday.

Hundreds of years ago, our
monarch used to wash poor people's
feet on Maundy Thursday. Can you
imagine the Queen washing your /=
feet? =l




Maundy Money

Henry IV started a different tradition, where he gave gifts, the
number of which matched his age.

Today, the monarch gives special coins called Maundy Money. These
people are chosen because of acts of Christian service they have
shown.

Each person receives two leather purses, one white and one red. The
red purse contains normal coins, whereas the white purse contains
special silver coins to match the age of the Queen.




Watch the videos

https://request.org.uk/festivals/holy-
week-and-easter/maundy-thursday/

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/z8v
cd2p
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