
Friday 8th January 
 
LO: Headlines 

 



What is a newspaper headline ? 
 



 

A headline is the main title of a 
newspaper story usually printed in large 

letters at the top of a story. 



What does a headline do? 

 



The perfect headline is short, accurate and 
attention grabbing.  A headline should sum up 
the news story in as few words as possible; 
every word counts in a headline and any 
unnecessary words are left out. 

 
For example: 
 
A baby is found alive two days after the 
earthquake in Turkey 
 

Baby found alive two days after 
earthquake 

 



Journalists play with the language in the 
headline to grab attention. Tricks of the 
headline-writing-trade include  
puns,  
rhymes,  
well-known phrases,  
clichés,  
song references,  
alliteration and  
assonance.  
Rhythm and punctuation also play an 
important role in making a good headline. 

 



Rhyming words 

Headlines that use rhyming words sound 
appealing, like mini-poems.  

 

Example: Owl on the prowl 



Alliteration 

Alliteration headlines use repetition of 
the same sounds at the beginning of 
words; most tongue twisters use 
alliteration. 

 

Example: Bamboo bikes in Britain 



Puns 

Puns are used in a lot in newspaper headline and 
use the altering of words to attract attention.  
Example: Baa-rilliant news! instead of ‘brilliant 
news’ for a story about Shaun the Sheep having 
new website pages. 
 
Homophones where two or more words having the 
same pronunciation but different meanings are 
also often used.  
Example: Oh dear oh deer for a story about 
problems an increase in the deer population is 
causing. 



Shock and Intrigue 

Headlines that are designed to cause 
shock or intrigue ensure the reader can’t 
resist finding out the details of the story.  

Example: I was constantly upside down! 



Spot the technique 

Look at the following articles from the 
children’s newspaper First News. 

 

Can you spot the different techniques 
that have been used for the headlines ? 













Did you spot the techniques ? 

1) A Pizza Positivity – Pun 

2) More Monoliths – Alliteration 

3) 50 year old coin removed from man’s 
nose – Shock 

4) TikTok Lock – Rhyme 

5) The Protective Power of Poo - 
Alliteration 

 

 



Writing task 

Watch the Lindisfarne Viking raid animation 
again (up to 3 minutes) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rS3YfhA
iXHU 
 
Write your own headlines for this news story 
using a range of different techniques. 
Which of your headlines is the best and 
would definitely capture the reader’s 
attention ? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rS3YfhAiXHU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rS3YfhAiXHU

