
Wednesday 6th January 

English Writing Task 

We are going to begin this term by looking at newspaper reports. 

What is the news ? 

Read through some of the information in this article about the history of the news. 

https://schools.firstnews.co.uk/blog/journalistic-writing/a-brief-history-of-news/ 

Do you know any of the key features of a newspaper report ? 

Watch the BBC Bitesize video. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z2yycdm/articles/z2gk9qt 

Here is a list of the key features.  Look at the newspaper reports below and find 

examples of each feature.  You do not need to print this out.  Copy it into your 

remote learning book. 

Feature Example 

Headline (could use a pun, rhyme or 

alliteration) 

 

 

Introductory paragraph (5 W’s) What 

Where 

When 

Who 

Why 

Information in chronological order  

 

Pictures with captions  

 

Past tense (verbs which show something 

has already happened) 

 

 

Third person (he, she, they)  

 

Direct speech (quotes in inverted commas 

– what people have actually said) 

 

 

Reported speech (someone explaining what 

someone else has said – not in inverted 

commas) 

 

 

Formal language  

 

Concluding paragraph to explain what 

might happen next 

 

 

 

https://schools.firstnews.co.uk/blog/journalistic-writing/a-brief-history-of-news/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z2yycdm/articles/z2gk9qt


   



 

 


