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WE WON'T MISS
2020, BUT THERE'S
LOTS T0 LOOK
FORWARD TO IN
2021, PROMISE!
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FINALLY, IT’S 2021! We have to admit we’re not that sad to see the back of 2020 and we are so happy a new year has started — it’s set to be
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packed with awesome activities, super shows and epic events!

wareness is being raised about climate change, with simultaneous

global climate concerts in more than 40 countries around the

Fridays for Future, will take place on 24 April and 16 October
and feature musical acts, activists and scientists.

C e reTgig Yy

hinese New Year
takes place on
12 February, and
2021 is the Year
of the Ox (the
last time was 2009),
according to the Chinese zodiac.
People born in the Year of the Ox
are said to be determined, strong
and conservative. Chinese New Year
is China’s most important festival
and will be marked with events
up and down the UK.

lan Watson

dinburgh International Children’s Festival is back and takes
place between 19 and 30 May with a programme of theatre,
storytelling and dance events especially for children. Popular
with families, the event is designed to appeal to a whole range
of ages and includes performances, pop-ups and activities.

world in 2021. The Climate Live events, led by Greta Thunberg’s

ristol International Balloon Fiesta will return
to Ashton Court from 12 to 15 August. The
free event, which is Europe’s largest annual
hot air balloon event, will feature more than
100 balloons taking off at dawn and dusk.

- Ty e o N

, Prince
Philip, who'll be
100 years old on
10 June. He has
been married to the
Queen for 72 years. Normal events
for a big royal birthday usually involve
a carriage procession, a balcony
appearance and a gun salute. The
Duke isn’t fond of a fuss though, so
he may keep his celebrations quiet.

is for flowers,
and where
better to see
them than one
of the world’s
most famous
shows? Last year’s Chelsea
Flower Show was virtual,
but this year it will be
back with the usual show-
stopping garden designs
and some brilliant blooms.
The Duchess of Cambridge
designed her own garden
there back in 2019, which
featured a rope swing and
tree house.
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lastonbury
Festival missed
its 50th birthday
last year, but it’s
hoped that the
iconic music festival
will take place this June.
No news yet on who will
be performing in 2021
(Taylor Swift was due to
headline last year), but
the festival is set to be
a big one. Around
200,000 people are
expected to attend, with
tickets from last year’s
cancelled event rolling
over to this year.

don’t come
much better
than Blackpool’s
and this year
Blackpool Pleasure
Beach is celebrating its 125th
anniversary. There are lots of
fun events planned to celebrate
the family-owned theme park’s
special birthday —and you’d better
believe Christmas 2021’s Blackpool
Illuminations are going to be
bigger and better than ever.

eep dancing with the Strictly Come Dancing pros as they travel
all over the country on two tours. Kicking off on 7 May in
Brighton, the first show will feature all your faves from the
show, including Karen Hauer, Gorka Marquez, Katya Jones and
Johannes Radebe. And if you can’t get enough of the Strictly
stars’ smooth moves and jaw-dropping dance routines, then their
other show, Strictly Presents: The Power of Dance, is hitting the road in the summer.
Featuring pros Amy Dowden, Janette Manrara, Neil Jones and Dianne Buswell, the
show will see the stars showcase every type of dance style seen on the show.
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ounds, and lots of them,
will be taking to the stage
at Regent’s Park Open
Air Theatre this summer,
for a new musical of 101
Dalmatians. Although the cast
is still top secret, you can expect
to see songs, dancing and amazing
puppetry when Cruella and co hit the
stage from 15 May.

iStock

apan is the place to be in 2021 when Super Nintendo World
opens at Universal Studios Japan. The new land at the theme
park will open on 4 February, bringing Mario and his mates to
life. Super Nintendo World will feature Mario Kart and Yoshi-
themed rides and attractions, including Bowser’s Castle, Yoshi’s
Adventure (where you climb on the back of Yoshi to follow Captain
Toad on a treasure-hunting adventure) and the world’s first Mario Kart theme park
ride, Mario Kart: Koopa’s Challenge.

ondon Marathon has moved from its traditional slot in April. In
2021 the 41st London Marathon will take place on 3 October.
Once again, the streets of London will be filled with more than
40,000 runners. Many are athletes and regular runners, but most

are people raising money for charity. Runners in fancy dress

add to the carnival atmosphere and, along with some celebrity

runners, draw huge crowds of supporters along the route.
= TAGIﬁE
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h baby, 2021
is going to
welcome
some super

cute new

arrivals! Two
new royal babies are due this
year: Zara Tindall is expecting
her third child and Princess

Eugenie is expecting her first,

while other famous faces

expecting new arrivals in 2021

are singer Meghan Trainor and

conservationist Bindi Irwin.

Young Songwriter

Competition 2021.
A host of stars and
recording industry big-

ummies will have a new home when the Grand Egyptian
Museum opens in Egypt. It will be the largest archaeological

ecord your own song
and enter it into the

museum in the
world, filled with
ancient Egyptian
treasures, including
the complete
Tutankhamun
collection. Many

of the objects have
never been seen

in public before.
The museum is
close to the site

of the pyramids in
Giza and will also
contain a museum
for children.

is for President and the

USA is getting a new one!

Joe Biden is to be sworn
in as the 46th President
of the United States with

vice president Kamala Harris

on 20 January in Washington DC. In what
may be a first, it’s possible that the previous
president, Donald Trump, may not turn up
for the official inauguration ceremony. Mr
Trump claimed he had won and that the
election was fixed, but provided no evidence.
The Electoral College officially made Joe
Biden the winner on 15 December.

S0NG
ACADEMY

YOUNG
SONGWRITER
COMPETITION

wigs will be on hand to judge the entries
from budding young artists this year.
Anyone aged 8-18 can enter by writing
and recording a song that is under four
and a half minutes long. You don’t have
to have fancy recording equipment to
record your entry: a simple recording
on a phone or tablet will

do. Find out all the details

and how to enter

at songacademy.co.uk.

2021

ALLSTAR
JUDGING PANEL

GREAT
PRIZES
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, one of the most colourful and exciting
festivals around, will run over the weekend of 29-30 August. The
free Caribbean festival is the largest street party in Europe, with
music, floats and fabulous costumes worn by the dancing teams.

After being cancelled in 2020, it’s likely to be bigger and better
than ever and should give everyone a lift at the end of summer.

is for quiet time and curling

up with a good book thanks

to Marcus Rashford’s book

club, which launches this year.
The Manchester United star

has teamed up with Macmillan

Children’s Books to focus on young people’s
reading and literacy. As part of the project, there
will be an illustrated non-fiction book called You
Are A Champion: Unlock Your Potential, Find Your
Voice And Be The Best You Can Be, aimed at 11 to
16-year-olds, which will feature stories from the
footballer’s own life. Then Marcus plans to publish
two fiction books for readers aged seven and up.

Suki Dhanda

will be back this year! Hosts Jordan, Perri, Max and
Harvey, plus Holly H, will return for the Nickelodeon event at
Blackpool Pleasure Beach from 16-18 October for a weekend of
music, mayhem and, of course, lots and lots of slime!
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he Real Games
is a brand-new
show hosted by
Holly Willoughby
and Freddie
Flintoff, which
sees celebrities go head-to-head
in a range of sporting challenges.
The show will see six female and six
male competitors battle it out in the
athletics arena, swimming pool and
gymnasium. As well as live coverage
of the events, each episode will
feature the celebrities’ preparation
and their gruelling training
programme leading up
to the competition.

elociraptors are getting their own rollercoaster! The Jurassic
World VelociCoaster Ride will open at Universal Studio’s Islands
of Adventure this summer and will take riders on a high-speed
chase alongside a raptor pack. The ride is not for the faint-
hearted, as it catapults guests at up to 70mph and more than
45m (148ft) into the air.

Universal Studios
O 0000 000000000000 OO OO0 0000000000000 0000000000000 000000000000000000000

and that spot is Plymouth’s Barbican
where, every year, it hosts two days of swashbuckling
fun at the Plymouth Pirate Weekend. The event usually features
a pirate trail, sword school, mermaids, bands and children’s
entertainment to keep all you landlubbers entertained.

oos had a
hard time
in 2020,
but they
will be back
openin 2021
with lots of new attractions
and animals, including the
chance to see Hamish (the
first polar bear born in the
UK), who has moved to
his new home at Yorkshire
Wildlife Park. This is the only
place in England where you
can see polar bears.

FirstNews Issue 759 1-7 January 2021

is for United Nations. The UN Climate Change Conference UK
2021 is due to take place in Glasgow between 1-12 November.
It follows up the deal made in Paris in 2016 between

most of the
e wort UN GLIMATE
" GONFERENGE

of the world in
iIN PARTMERSHIP WITH ITALY

response to the climate crisis.
Many campaigners say there
hasn’t been enough action
in the years since the Paris
Agreement, so will want to
see bigger commitments.

00 00 0O0O0OGOINOEONOSNONS 00 0 0000 000OC0COCONOGNOGONOGOONONONOGOEOEOSNONONOS
is for the World Health Organization (WHO). The United Nations
agency is responsible for global public health and will be
important in helping to make sure COVID-19 vaccinations reach
as many people as possible in 2021. COVAX, the campaign to
make sure vaccines are accessible worldwide, recently said that
it has nearly two billion doses being prepared, enough to vaccinate
a quarter of all people on Earth. The plan is to get vaccines in the hands of the 190
participating world economies in the first half of 2021. Fingers crossed!

ou can make a difference to the planet in 2021 by taking part in
the Great British Beach Clean. The information that volunteers
have collected at beach cleans over the years has helped make
some of the most significant impacts on beach litter ever, from
the plastic bag charge to microplastics being banned in personal
care products. So far, the cleans have picked up 319

tonnes of litter. This year’s events run from 18 to 20 September.
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COUNTY DURHAM

See the stars
The Dark Skies Festivals will be returning to the
North York Moors and Yorkshire Dales in February
2021. Recently, the parks have been made Dark
Sky Reserves, as they are some of the best places
in the UK for stargazing. The festival promises lots
of family fun, opportunities to get out in nature
and to see the stars and find out about nocturnal
wildlife, as well as events like astro-photography
evenings. For people living in the south, there’s
also the South Downs Dark Skies Festival the
same month. Visit darkskiesnationalparks.org.uk
for more information.

Science spectacular
British Science Week is a ten-day
celebration of science, technology,
engineering and maths that takes
place between 5 and 14 March 2021.
There are loads of opportunities to
get involved. Taster activity packs are
available now, while the full packs will
be released this month. There’s a poster
competition too, with the theme of
Innovating For The Future. For 2021,
British Science Week is also running
a Smashing Stereotypes campaign,
to highlight the diversity of people
working in STEM. You can share your
stories of science on social media
too, using #EverydayScientist. Visit
britishscienceweek.org to find out
more. Please be aware of age
restrictions on social media.

Family festival
Like pretty much every music festival in
2020, Camp Bestival didn’t take place. But
we’re all hoping the Best Family Festival
award winner is able to return in 2021. Set
to take place at Lulworth Castle from 29
July to 1 August, Camp Bestival caters for
kids and parents alike, with a huge range of
music, comedy, cinema, crafts and all-round
entertainment. The family-friendly fest is
perfect for kids from toddlers to teens.

Festival of lights
After 2020’s online behind-the-scenes
exhibition, the Lumiere festival is set to
return and light up the city of Durham
from 18-21 November. Helen Marriage,
director of organisers Artichoke, said:
“There’s no denying the impact that
COVID-19 continues to have in the
Northeast and across the UK. The return
of Lumiere is a look ahead to brighter
times, and the festival will be as uplifting
and full of wonder as ever.” You can find
out more at lumiere-festival.com.

Summer solstice
People from across the UK will gather
at Stonehenge early on 21 June to
celebrate the summer solstice. The
solstice is the longest day of the
year and marks the changing of the
seasons. Stonehenge is one of the
most famous places to celebrate, and
people often watch the sunrise there.

A play of the Roald
. Dahl classic Matilda

Roald Dahl Day

Legendary children’s author Roald
Dahl was born on 13 September, and
every year since 2006, that day has
been Roald Dahl Day. In 2021, expect
to celebrate your favourite Roald Dahl
characters, stories and moments with
fans the world over. There are always
lots of fun activities, downloads and
party packs, as well as opportunities
to raise some money for Roald Dahl’s
Marvellous Children’s Charity. Keep
your eyes peeled on roalddahl.com.
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Marwell’s marvels! "
Some giant creatures can be seen
at Marwell Zoo’s Supersized!
exhibition. Thirty brick beasties ;
have been made using more than
two million toy bricks. From a
colourful kingfisher to three-metre
tarantulas and spitting cobras, the
massive models will be on display
until 21 February. Head to marwell.
org.uk for more information.
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Interceptor. These solar-powered vessels have a conveyor
Hopefully, scenes like this will be less common in 2021.

belt that catches plastic as water passes through it.

~ Siak River in Indonesia.
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8. WORLD NEWS

Greta grows up
This week, Greta Thunberg
turns 18 —on 3 January, to be
exact. Thinking of everything
she has helped to achieve as
a child, it’s exciting to think of
what she will do as an adult.
In 2021, a series of concerts
called Climate Live will take
place in various locations
around the world with her
involvement — turn to p2 for
details and dates. Also, Greta
could be up for an Oscar! The

Insect invasion documentary film | Am Greta,
Every year, a small number of released last year, is one of
Magicicada cassinii, better known as three films that Sweden is
cicadas, emerge from the ground in considering to enter as their
the eastern United States. But, every country’s Best International
17 years, a huge swarm of the insects, Feature Film at the legendary
referred to as Brood X, appear. 2021 awards show.

is one of those years, so billions of the
creatures are set to take flight across
large parts of the US. Luckily, they’re
mostly harmless, but it’s still not great
if you live in the middle of a swarm
and have a bug phobia!

BARBADOS

Going public
Barbados plans to remove Britain’s
Queen as head of state in 2021
and become a republic. This means
that Barbados will have an elected
president in power, instead of a king
or queen. Governor-General Dame
Sandra Mason called the move “the
ultimate statement of confidence in
who we are and what we are capable
of”. The country gained independence
from Britain in 1966.

Dame Sandra Mason
meeting the Queen

Iceberg alert

One of the world’s largest icebergs, A68a,

is on a collision course with South Georgia
island and could cause problems for wildlife
there. The island, in the southern Atlantic
Ocean, is populated with penguins and seals.
They could have trouble hunting for food
around the island’s waters if the iceberg gets
too close. The big berg is 3,900km?, or more
than ten times the size of the Isle of Wight!

The iceberg (bottom left) heads
to South Georgia (top right)

FirstNews @ Issue 759 @ 1-7 January 2021

SWEDEN AND WORLDWIDE

New theme park
Universal Studios is planning to open
a new theme park in China, the
Universal Beijing Resort. It could be
open by May and will include loads of
cool-sounding areas like Minion Land,
Jurassic World and The Wizarding
World of Harry Potter.

1

ubr_official Twitter

T

Name the gorillas
It was believed once that mountain
gorillas would be extinct by the year
2000 but, thanks to the efforts of
conservationists, the species is still
around. In September 2021, the
Volcanoes National Park in Rwanda
will continue its annual tradition
of Kwita Izina, meaning “to give a
name” in Rwanda’s national language,
Kinyarwanda. The week-long event
sees all the baby mountain gorillas
named, and raises awareness and
funds for the ongoing protection of
the endangered animals — less than
1,000 are left in the wild.

FRANCE

Time for a sing-song
France will host European singing
contest Junior Eurovision in 2021.
The date and host city haven’t been
announced yet. Meanwhile, the
Netherlands will host the main Eurovision
Song Contest in May. The event will
take place in Rotterdam’s Ahoy Arena,
which became an emergency hospital for
COVID-19 patients in 2020.
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SGIENCE OF
THE FUTURE

WHAT will happen in the worlds of technology, medicine and
astronomy in 2021? It’s impossible to predict the scientific
breakthroughs that will amaze us next year, but the calendar
is already filling up with some incredible events!

A REAL SHOT IN THE ARM

A HUNDRED years ago in 1921, the first
BCG vaccine was given to a baby.

Designed to protect against TB (tuberculosis),
100 million children worldwide are now immunised
with the vaccine every year.

It’s hoped that we can protect people against
catching COVID-19, just like we can stop the spread
of TB. The first COVID-19 vaccine approved for use
in the UK in December 2020 was created by Pfizer
and BioNTech. Other vaccines are being developed
and manufacturers are co-operating in combined
trials. British company AstraZeneca is working with Russia’s Gamaleya Institute to
test if their products work better if given together.

If more people can’t catch a disease, it’s less likely that disease will be able
to spread. This is called herd immunity or herd protection. Measles and polio are
two diseases that are now rare thanks to herd immunity. For this level of protection,
between half and 90% of a population need to be immune. Thanks to vaccination,
US infectious disease expert Dr Anthony Fauci and many health experts worldwide
are predicting that herd immunity against COVID-19 could be achieved in their
countries in 2021, as long as enough people can be vaccinated.

DEEP IMPACT

BUILDING a spacecraft and launching
it is not cheap.

The DART mission, due to launch in July,
is expected to cost around £230 million to
build and safely send into space. And its
ultimate aim? To crash into an asteroid!

It’s estimated that there are about 25,000
near-Earth asteroids more than 500ft wide
(152m). If one hit the Earth, it would have
disastrous results. It’s believed that the
extinction of the dinosaurs 65 million years
ago may have been caused by an asteroid
hitting the planet. DART, or the Double Asteroid Redirection Test, is designed to
investigate whether an asteroid could be deflected away from Earth.

The DART probe is about the size of a small car. It will contain a camera, as well as a
sun sensor and star tracker for navigation. DART’s planned destination is the asteroid
Didymos, which it should reach in September 2022. There, it will collide with the
asteroid’s small moon, Didymos B (also known as Didymoon), which is around 520
feet (160 metres) in diameter. It’s hoped that the impact will alter Didymoon'’s course,
demonstrating how our planet could be defended in the future.

)

The Pfizer/BioNTech vaccine

An asteroid entering
Earth’s atmosphere
s d ~ could be devastating

FirstNews @ Issue 759 @ 1-7 January 2021

An image of the spiral galaxy Messier 81
taken by the Hubble Space Telescope

A NEW telescope will be launched
into space in October to explore
distant worlds and stars and help
uncover the origins of our universe.

The James Webb Space Telescope (also
known as the JWST) will be a successor
to the famed Hubble Space Telescope,
launched in 1990. It is named after James
E Webb, who oversaw NASA in the 1960s An illustration of the James Webb
during their Mercury and Gemini launches. Space Telescope

The JWST will be six times larger than the
Hubble, with a main mirror 21ft (6.5m) wide. It also requires a huge sunshield, to
keep some of its instruments a few degrees above absolute zero, which is -273°C, the
lowest possible temperature. The sunshield will be as large as a tennis court!

The JWST will orbit the sun, about 932,000 miles (1.5 million kilometres) from
Earth. The telescope mainly uses infrared because interstellar dust blocks visible
light, but not infrared. The Hubble has transmitted some breathtaking images from
space and it’s hoped that the JWST can show us many more older stars. It should
be able to detect light from the first generation of galaxies that were formed in the
early universe.

& A SMASHING TIME...

AFTER being switched off more
than two years ago to be upgraded,
the Large Hadron Collider (or LHC) in
Switzerland is ready to be restarted
in May.

The LHC is located underground,
beneath the French and Swiss borders at
the European Organization for Nuclear
Research (CERN), where the World Wide Web was first developed. ‘Large’ doesn’t
do justice to this incredible machine —it’s an impressive 17-mile-long (27km) circular
tunnel! The LHC is the world’s most powerful particle accelerator. It makes particles
known as hadrons travel at high speed, and it’s called a collider because the machine
makes these particles smash into each other. It can create one billion collisions
every second!

The LHC was built to find out more about particles. In 2013, it even discovered
a new one, the Higgs boson. It will also investigate dark matter, which is thought
to make up 27% of the universe. After it’s switched on again, the LHC will run until
the end of 2024. Then it will be upgraded to the High-Luminosity LHC, which will be
started up in 2027 and should produce ten times the amount of data as the LHC!
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THE ULTIMATE 2021

WITH so many film releases delayed in 2020, this year looks like it’ll be movie mad!

February i‘ BEE
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Peter Rabbit 2: The Runaway

Peter gets tired of life in the garden and decides to venture out to the big
city, but things don’t go as smoothly as planned! First News got a sneaky
peek behind the scenes of the new movie, so keep an eye out for some
exciting reveals in a future issue!

007’s peaceful life in
Jamaica is interrupted
when he’s called on to
help rescue a kidnapped
scientist. First, of course, he
must defeat a mysterious
villain who possesses
dangerous new technology.
This is Daniel Craig’s last
No Time To Die outing as the famous spy.

ALL RIGH

© 2020 WARNER BROS. ENTERTAINME!JT INC.
© 2019 DANJAQ, LLC

Paramount

Tom and Jerry
Rumble

In this animated comedy, a teenager makes it her mission to follow in her
father’s footsteps and coach a monster wrestler to become a champion.
The only problem is that the monster wrestler she’s coaching isn’t so keen!
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FILM PREVIEW

Universal Pictures

Minions 2: The Rise of Gru

The loveable little oddballs are back for this laugh-out-loud
Minions sequel. This time round we learn all about Gru and
how he dreamed of becoming the world’s greatest super-
villain when he was just 12 years old.

Universal Pictures

Universal Pictures

-

The Boss Baby 2: Family Business !
The Croods 2: A New Age

Our favourite prehistoric family face their scariest challenge yet when
they meet a new family while searching for a new home. But new isn’t
always better...

This film was delayed for ALSO OUT IN 2021:

a whole year because

of COVID, so we can’t Black Widow  Space Jam (july)
wait to finally see it! (WEW)

Based onaclassic Fantastic Beasts
Disney theme park ride, Ghostbusters: 3 e

the story sees a group Afterlife

of travellers search the J .

jungles of the Amazon (June) West Side Story
for a legendary tree. (December)
Dwayne Johnson stars as

riverboat captain Frank Some of the release dates shown may
Wolff and Emily Blunt change, so please check with your local

Jungle Cruise plays Dr Lily Houghton. cinema nearer the time.
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» WHAT'S HAPPENING?>

THERE are loads of things going on in the world of entertainment this year. Many have been postponed from 2020, which
means we’re even more excited about them! Here are just a few that we can’t wait for...

January

Saturday Knight fun '/ (Ejl Dragon adventures

Ant and Dec are back on our screens to brighten up our January with
Saturday Knight Takeaway. Join the duo on Saturday 2 January at 5.15pm
on ITV for this hilarious Saturday Night Takeaway special.

Anne-Marie has joined the
panel of The Voice UK. She March The fundraising Red Nose Day is back to bring us
said: “l am SO excited to join some much-needed laughter. Expect some epic
Sir Tom, will.i.am and Olly as celebrity challenges, a night of brilliant TV (19 March) and the
the new coach on The Voice launch of the first-ever red nose that isn’t made from plastic.
UK. | can’t wait to work with '
incredible undiscovered N Red nose fun
talent! Wahoooooo!” ;
The new series starts
this week!
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Ea rly 2021 Tracy Beaker is
. back for a new

series and this
time she’s a

~_ grown-up with

- an 11-year-old
daughter! My

! Mum Tracy Beaker

Alton Towers

is coming to CBBC
this year. We can’t
wait to see what

3 they get up to!

The much-talked about March
Friends reunion is due
to happen in March!
- Lots of the details are
Ride a World of Walliams yet to be revealed, but
the six main stars have »
The brand-new attraction based on the books and characters confirmed that they ,
created by David Walliams was due to open at Alton Towers in will film together again ‘
2020, but the launch was delayed due to COVID-19. The World of for the first time since
Walliams is expected to finally open this spring. the hit series ended.

Dancing on Ice HAPPY HAR RY POTTER

Twelve new
celebrities get
their skates on for

the new series of
Dancing on Ice. February

Mylcens Kass Harry Potter Party
Jason Donovan

and Denise Van The theme of 2021’s Harry Potter Book

Outen are just a Night is Diagon Alley. Join in with

few of the famous the celebrations on 4 February by

faces you can see registering for your free event kit will be ayaﬂahlé tm Sky IC ds on demami early
braving the ice. at harrypotter.bloomsbury.com. this year. There’ll be 20 episodes to watch!

London’s West End shows are all scheduled to restart from April! The After his spell on Celebrity Supply Teacher last year, Ricky
brand-new Frozen The Musical, Andrew Lloyd Webber’s Cinderella, Back Wilson has a new series on CBBC, Ricky Wilson’s Art Jam. In this
To The Future The Musical and Phantom of the Opera have all announced fun show, Ricky invites celebrity guests to his art studio, where
opening dates after being closed or delayed because of COVID-19. he creates a personalised piece of art for them!
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WWF’s Land for Life appeal is supporting Maasai
communities to develop solutions for people and wildlife
to coexist and thrive, aiming to improve the livelihoods
of more than 27,000 people. To find out more, including
how the Government will match donations, go to
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www.wwf.org.uk/life
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MAKE 2021 a wild year by learning about some of the amazing wildlife in Africa that is part of conservation projects
supported by WWF — you can even learn the traditional names for some of the species!

JANUARY

In January, African
wild dogs tend to
avoid areas in the
southern Serengeti
because they are
rich in the migrating
prey that attract
lions, which are a
threat to wild dog cubs. Every African wild

dog has colours and patterns that are one of

a kind, and these can be used to identify each
individual animal — just like fingerprints in
humans. African wild dogs hunt in packs and
are fast runners — they can get up to 60km/h
when chasing their prey. The African wild dogs’
habitat is becoming smaller and broken up,

so WWF is working with local people to help
create joined-up spaces so wild dogs can roam.

In Swahili, a national language of Kenya and
Tanzania, African wild dog is ‘mbwa mwitu’

The hyena,
Africa’s most
common big
carnivore, has
lots of prey

in the Maasai
Mara in July.
There are three
species of hyena
—brown, striped
and spotted, with spotted being the largest.
Hyenas live in large groups called clans, which
are headed by a female and can include up

to 90 animals. Although hyenas are famed as
scavengers, they also hunt, sometimes including
people’s cattle, sheep and goats, which can lead
to them being killed with poison in retaliation.
WWEF is supporting Maasai people with ways to
protect their livestock and help stop the killings.

In Maa, hyena is ‘olkonoi’

© Martin Harvey/WWF

FEBRUARY

Valentine’s Day would be a big hit with
elephants. After being separated, even for only
a few hours, African savannah elephants ‘hug’
each other by weaving together their trunks
and tusks. They love to touch, to comfort and
cheer each other up. The African elephant is
the world’s largest land mammal and males
can measure up to three metres high and
weigh up to six tonnes. They need 150kg of
food per day and spend around 12-18 hours
eating — that’s up

to 75% of their day.
WWE is protecting
elephants by joining
forces with local
communities to
help stop poaching.

In Maa, the language of the Maasai people,
elephant is ‘oltome’, which means ‘living
mountain’

AUGUST

It’s estimated that more than 40% of Africa’s
lions are found in Tanzania. Lionesses mostly
hunt and take care of cubs, while adult male
lions protect their pride from other lions

and hyenas. August is a bonus month for the
Maasai Mara’s lions, as plenty of prey arrives
with the wildebeest migration. A pride of

lions is mostly made up of females and cubs.
Groups of male lions, who are usually brothers,
are called a ‘coalition’. Although known for
their roar, for a friendly greeting lions make

a puffing noise
that sounds like
sneezing. WWF
supports work
that monitors
and protects
lions in Kenya’s
Maasai Mara.

© Greg Armfield/WWF-UK

In Maa, lion is ‘olngatuny’

Giraffes are the
world’s tallest
land mammal
—the males can
reach about 5m
tall. Even the
babies are born
measuring 1.8m,
which is taller than the average human! Their
neck is the longest of any animal, but it still has
only seven neck bones, just like other mammals.
These long necks mean they can eat the leaves
right at the top of trees, so they don’t have

to compete with other, shorter, leaf-eaters. In
March, after the start of the rainy season in the
Serengeti, leaves are plentiful, so giraffes can
enjoy the full benefit of being so tall. Giraffes
are very sociable and roam together in groups
called towers.

© Greg Armww

In Maa, giraffe is ‘olmeut’

SEPTEMBER

September sees
World Rhino Day.
There are only
around 5,600
black rhinos left
in the wild, with
about 680 black
rhinos in Kenya.
Black rhinos
(which are a grey colour, despite their name)
are critically endangered. The name rhinoceros
comes from two Greek words: ‘rhino’, meaning
nose, and ‘ceros’, meaning horn. The black
rhino has two horns, of which the front is
larger and can grow to 1.3m. They weigh up to
1.3 tonnes but, despite this, can run at speeds
of up to 55km/h in short spurts. WWF has
worked in African rhino conservation since

the organisation started in 1961.

In Maa, rhino is ‘emuny’




During April’s heavy
rains, cheetahs and
other species have
wildlife parks to
themselves. Cheetahs
are the fastest land
mammals, reaching
up to 103km/h,
although they can
only keep that up for a few hundred metres.
Cheetahs’ paw pads have ridges, like the treads
on car tyres, which act like running spikes to
give them a better grip during a chase. There
are only around 6,600 cheetahs left in the

wild and they suffer from loss of habitat, as
they need big areas of land to survive. WWF

is working with communities to keep vital
movement routes open for cheetahs and

other wildlife.
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In Swahili, cheetah is ‘duma’

OCTOBER

Leopards are one of the major predators of
the Serengeti in Tanzania. They prey on the
wildebeest and other herbivores. However,

in dry months like October, prey is hard to
find, and leopards are at risk themselves from
lions and spotted hyenas stealing their food.
Leopards tend to rely on cover to hunt and in
areas where there are competitors like lions
for food, leopards will often drag prey into
trees to keep it safe. The spots on leopards’
coats are known
as rosettes and
are unique.
WWEF is helping
leopards by
tackling the
destruction of
their habitat.

In Swahili, leopard is ‘chui’

| '@ Greg Armfield/WWE-
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skin produces a red liquid, believed to act a bit
like a sunscreen. Rather than eat the plants in
the river, hippos come out of the water after
sunset to spend the night grazing on short
grass. May is a favourite time for the species,
as the rainy season means more grass for them
to munch. They’re sociable creatures and live
together in herds. WWF is helping hippos by
tackling the loss of their habitats — one of the
biggest threats they face.

In Swahili, hippo is ‘kiboko’
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ravel in groups,
sometimes known as a dazzle, but split up
during the day to munch on grass before
meeting up later to find water. Zebras live in
permanent, small family groups, often mixing
herds with antelope for extra protection against
predators. There are around 250,000 zebras
living in the Serengeti in Tanzania and 200,000
of these join the wildebeest in the world’s
biggest mammal migration, beginning their
journey home in November. Although they may
seem identical, no two zebras are exactly alike,
as each zebra’s stripes are different.

In Maa, zebra is ‘oloitiko’
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June is the beginning of the annual wildebeest
migration cycle, travelling from the southern
Serengeti in Tanzania to the Maasai Mara in
Kenya and back again. Over a million wildebeest
travel a total of 800km or more during the
cycle, as they follow the rains in search of lush
grass. This amazing sight is under threat, as
more and more areas of land are fenced off for
farming. WWF is working with governments
and communities to keep areas open so this
life-saving journey can continue.

© Martin Harvey/WWF
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In Maa, wildebeest is ‘oyingat’

DECEMBER

Temminck’s pangolin is the only type of
pangolin found in East Africa. It is the second
largest of the African species and weighs

an average of 7-12kg — about the same as

a standard dachshund. Pangolins are solitary,
mostly nocturnal and easily recognised by their
full body armour of scales. If attacked, they

roll into a ball and use the sharp scales of their
tails to lash out. Temminck’s pangolins mostly
eat ants and termites, but
they are fussy about which
types they choose. Dry
months like December suit
| them better, as there is less
chance of their burrows

| being flooded.

In Swahili, pangolin
is ‘kakakuona’



