
LO: Alfred the Great and the 
Danelaw 

Success criteria: 
• Find out more about 

Alfred the Great and why 
he was an important 
Anglo-Saxon king. 

• Know what the Danelaw 
was and how it was 
created. 

• Know how place names 
can tell us about Viking 
settlements. 
 



Task Overview 

Alfred and the Danelaw: 

• Watch these videos about Alfred the Great and 
the creation of the Danelaw. Read the texts 
below.  

• Task 1: Answer the questions on the worksheet 

Viking settlements: 

• Watch the video and read the information below 

• Task 2: Locate  



Alfred The Great and the Danelaw 

Watch this video about Alfred: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-
radio/history-ks2-anglo-saxons-alfred-the-
great/zmwbbdm 

Then read the following text about the Danelaw 
and Alfred before answering questions on the 
worksheet. 
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Viking Settlements 
Place names can tell us a lot about the past 



Viking Settlements 

• Watch this clip: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p0115hyw 

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X0QnGvl3rJ
o&feature=emb_logo 

 

Then read the information below… 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p0115hyw
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VIKING PLACE NAMES 
-thorpe: secondary settlement (but in the 
Midlands could by Old English Throp 
meaning settlement). Example 
Copmanthorpe 
 
-thwaite: originally thveit, woodland 
clearing. Example Slaithwaite (Huddersfield) 
 
-toft: site of a house or building. Example 
Lowestoft, Langtoft 
 
-keld:  spring. Example Threkeld 
 
-ness: promontory or headland. Note: 
Sheerness is Old English; Inverness is Gaelic 
(meaning mouth), Skegness is Old Norse 
 
-by: farmstead, village, settlement. Example 
Selby, Whitby 
 
-kirk: originally kirkja, meaning church. 
Example Ormskirk 



Task2: Use an atlas or 
Google Earth. 
On your map can you 
find and mark: 
 
1. 
• Jorvik (York) 
• Scunthorpe 
• Whitby 
• Selby 
• Skegness 
 
2.  
Find 3 other Viking 
place names of your 
choice and mark 
them on your map 
 


