Week 2 Why did the Vikings Raid?
Watch the video on the opening page of the Viking book which explains some of the reasons for Viking raids:
https://www.curriculumvisions.com/IMT/history/historyVikings/historyVikings.ht

Then read the following pages and answer the questions on the worksheets.
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The Vikings’ secret weapon :
\ gkir@s loved the sea, and they were master sailors. This gave them the opportuni i
 travel far and wide. The Vikings had two main types of ship: ‘

Vikings also took slaves home for their own use.
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- |. The knarr, which was sturdy and strong for moving cargo and animals. 5 What do

2. Thelonzship, which was fast, light and easy to move for raiding.

you think the Vikings needed slaves for?

Viking boats were flexible, which meant they could bounce about on the waves in storm.

They were made of curved, overlapping wooden planks, joined together with iron fasienin-. - Goods for sale
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ese planks were so strong that the sides of the boat only needed to be 2.3 cm thick . The Vikings stole items that were of value to them on raids. But they also
traded with people for items on trips abroad. In exchange for the goods they

The picture below shows a Viking longship kept in a museum in Norway. ;
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! What do you think this object is?

§ What do you think it was used for?
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This is a pair of Viking scales. It would
have been used with lead weights to
measure and work out the value of silver.

! Theswcmreofthe boat means it can be sailed in shallow water right
up to the beach. Also, because it's double-ended, it can be quickly

| Can you think of any other features Vikings sh(F* ips and the sea were vital for a Viking's business

- might have had to help them sail and raid? 3 : ’ .

avelling by sea wouldn't have been easy, but the design of their ships probably helped a
| was vital for the Vikings to be able to trade. Once in other countries they
W they wanted, or trade the things they'd brought with them.
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- So what happened after the Lindisfarne raid?
were a Vtkmg where would : : The Vikings who raided Lindisfarne would have seen that the small church communities
have gone on your raids? ~ along the shores of Britain were easy targets. They were allin isolated places, far from help.

The raid on Lindisfarne terrified the church. The Vikings didn't just steal things and ruin the
priory — they also took some monks as slaves and killed others. This painting shows what
an artist thinks the raid on Lindisfarne might have looked like.

The Vikings sailed to Britain

al mistook them for traders,
sailed away. There's no

The Vikings had not finished with
Britain after that one raid.

They continued to raid monasteries
on the British coast. The monks

eventually abandoned Lindisfarne.

How do you think the monks felt
" when they finally left Lindisfarne?
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easily able to take what they wanted. It would have
for more Vikings arriving in their longships.
















