Wednesday 24" March Shared Reading Roald Dahl

——— — —

Roald Dahl was born on 13th September 1916 in Llandaff, Wales.
His parents were from Norway. He had an older sister called
Astri, but she sadly died in 1920 when she was only 7 years old.
Roald’s father was so sad that he fell ill from pneumonia and a

few weeks later he also died. His mother was a great story teller 4
and had a fabulous memory. Roald remembered many tales she told about trolls and
other mythical Norwegian characters.

Although Roald had a happy home life, he had an unhappy time at his school in
Wales, and was often ‘caned’ for bad behaviour. His mother sent him to boarding
school in Weston-Super-Mare. He was just nine years old when he arrived at
St. Peters School and met the ‘twitching’ Latin
teacher Captain Hardcastle, the all-powerful
Matron who “disliked small boys very much

indeed” and the cane-wielding Headmaster.

At the age of 13, Roald attended Repton Public
School in Derbyshire. He was happier here. He was
brilliant at sports and was very good at boxing.
The boys at the school were sometimes asked to be
chocolate testers for a famous chocolate company,
and this experience later inspired the book ‘Charlie

and the Chocolate Factory'.

After he left school, he wanted adventure so he worked for Shell Oil Company. He was
sent to Africa for 3 years, but after only one year, the Second World War broke out, so he
enlisted with the Royal Air Force (RAF) and became a pilot.
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Retrieval
a. How old was Roald's sister when she died?
b. What made his mother a good story teller?
c. What sport was he good at?
Vocabulary: d.What does mythical mean? Look it up in a dictionary.

Inference
d. Why do you think Roald Dahl thinks it is good to read?
e. How do you think the chocolate tasting experience was for him?
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stories



